All these drafts, in greater or lesser degree, support the
initiative of the Soviet Union.
The American draft seems to us deserving of particular
attention in this irespect.
I shall not conceal the fact that we cannot be satisfied
with the American draft in the form presented here. We
consider it insufficiently clear, and somewhat one-sided. We
shall propose amendments to this draft, embodying our
suggestion..
In the interests of unanimous decision by the General
Assembly on the general reduction of armaments, we are
prepared not to irisist on the draft we have submitted, and
express our readiness to adopt the American draft as the
basis for further discussion. We hope that this step of the
Soviet delegation will make it possible to attain unanimity,
so that the General Assembly, at its New York session, may
take the first step in this important matter.
Further, I should like to dwell on the amendments
which the Soviet delegation would like to introduce into
the American draft. There are only three such amendments.
I shall begin with an amendment relating to the first
paragraph.
On the one hand, this paragraph speaks of the Security
Council, obligating it to formulate practical measures for
the reduction of armaments. On the other hand, this same
paragraph mentions international treaties and agreements
on the reduction of armaments. The question arises, in
what manner is the decision on the reduction of arma-
ments to be adopted: is it to be done by way of concluding
international conventions, or as a Security Council decision?
If we adopt the point of view thait the reduction of
armaments is to be effected by way of international agree-
ments, that will supply no little opportunity for every kind
of procrastination and delay. The Soviet delegation is
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